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The Judgment of, &c. 


"T is well known that Meffieurs Eliſhs and Solomon 
fl Paine of Canterbury, Lay-Exhorters, have advanced 
ſundry Corrupt Principles and Dangerous Errors; 
by means whereof they have led many People in 
the Country and eſpecially in the County of Windham, 
into Schiſms and Separations; which had ſuch a threat- 
ning Aſpe@ upon theſe Churches, as gave occaſion to the 
County, unanimouſly to publiſh a Letter 
or Declaration to their People, ſetting forth the perni- 
eious Nature and Danger of thoſe Errors, and 3 
them againſt running after the Teachers of them. And 
ſince the Minifters of that County are the moſt proper 


— 


Iadges in this Caſe, we ſhall chooſe to Repreſent it in 


their words. 


= You well know there are divers Perſons in ſeveral 
s of our Societies, who have of late Separated 

« themſelves from the Congregations to the which they 
« did belong, and have vented diverſe Erroneous and 


dangerous Principles, calculated to Overthrow the 


et Tnftitution of the Goſpel Miniftry, to render Vain the 
te Ordinances of Chrift's Appointment, to the Perverting 
c of the Holy Scriptures, and making ſome of the great 
„ and moſt important Doctrines of them appear in a 
te ridiculous Light; -- And have followed ſeveral Perſons 
ee who have fet up for publick Teachers and Exhorters 
( as far as we can find ) on the ſame Principles, and 
* draw away the People after them, to the Neglect and 
„ .Cantempt of the Inftituted Worſhip of God. Some 
. of 14 moſt Conſiderable of theſe Errors are thoſe that 
„tone. 


A 2 . & x. That 


{IT 1. That 7 
| ca h 


4 Fed a) de e from the nconverted.. 
*© 2 That the Saints certainly, Know. one ; another, a 
« ard Know who are Chrift's-true Minifters, Þy their © 
* own inward Feeling, or a Communion between them 
* in the inward AQtings of their own Soul, W 
4 3. That no other Coll is neceſſary to a Perſon ': 
dt undertalirg to presch the Goſpel, bude his 3 He 
« true Chriſtian, and having an inward: Motion of the 
© Spirit, or per ſweſien in his own Mipd that it is. the 
ic Wits of God he ſhould preach and [perform mifizrig - 
© ls » Ache Conſequeyce of; which. is, That“ there is : 
no flanꝗing Inſtituted Miniſtry in che Chriftion: Cborch * 
<.which, may be known: by al Vile) Lans of Chriſt's © 
Kingdom: Mm | 
4 Tbat God diſonmez the Minifiry and; Chorche! | 
iT in this: Land, . and che-Qrdimpces a8 Adininiftred 1 in 1 
eP-Notm $1; S Weg 2831 to tet ni 21. 
11 251 5% That at ſuch Meetings of Lay: preaching, they | 
1 * have more of the Preſence of God than in his Ordi- 
„ DABCES and under the Miniſtration of the preſent 
en and , n first ion of the  Oxdinances inf 
1. theſe Church bes. \hy efevpyn many have Choſen 
Ats follow after cb ag" aver ſet vp themſelves to 
4 e Preachers, Exhorters and Expounders of the 
1 Dedtrin es of the Scriptures ; ſeveral of which there 
&© have ſprung vp. of late in this County, the moſ}-. fa- 
M en of whi jeh is Mr. Elifha Paine, of whoſe Nine 
* a Errors M theſe. Ut we big ne Wr 
2 Gone ee e 


: © ©» 
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Then ey Wagen t to "recite dry Evidences by 
hich it appears that the ſaid Paine has declared,“ That 
4e it 'was made 'manifeft to him, that Chriſt was abont to 
„have a pure Church; and that he had not done his 

duty in time paſt in promoting Se parations and Divi- 
25 Hons among the people, and that tor the time to 1 
c 


| te 
=? 
| «& > 
| cc 

1 0 


e 
N 


In than a they were Three diſtin Offices, ” 


43 


| Ut he ſhould endeavour to promote and encourage Sepa- 


ce 


a rations, pag. 9. And »flerted, That the Saints, by 
« virtue of Grace in themſelves, know the certainty of 
« Grace in another: And charged Mr. Everet with Blaſ- 
„ phemy for denying of it, pag. 11. And that the Union 
«© of a Chriſt ian to God or Chriff, was the ſame in kird 
© with the Union between the Humane Nature of Chrift 
and the Divine; the only difference was, the Spirit 
was | given to Chrift without meaſure, but to Believers 
in meaſure : And when it was replied, That the Union 
between the Humane and Divine Nature of Chrift, 


' was a Union, of the Second, Perſon ; but the Spirit 


— which dwelt in Believers was the Third Perſon, Mr. 
© Paine replied, That they were no otherwiſe Three DOJO 


This he inf fied vpon with many other things of the 
like nature: Whereupon the ſaid Miniflers ſay; Le 


* We thought our ſelves bound, for the Honour of 
10 „ Chrift & the Welfare of your Souls, to give an account 
of theſe things, that ſo you may ſee to what danger 


u Perſons are Expoſed in running after ſuch Teachers, 
and how fale are their pretences to the eſpecial Im- 


e pulſes of the Holy Ghoft, in calling them to preach, 
40 „ That God has in his Providence Teſtified againſt 
* their Prad ice; diverſe of thoſe who have underteken 


| ih this work have faßten into ſcandaJcus Sins and Miſcar- 


© riapes, and others into foul and dreadſul Errors, miſere- 


£4 ble Weakneſs and te 4 of perverting the Word of 
* "OW": N 


8 , 0 


Then the faid Minifters pid Nails to | Clinivie 
thoſe Errors from the Word of God and the Nature of 
the Things, ſhewing them to be Subverfive of the very 
teing of the Chriſtian Church in any viſible Form of it. 
And we cannot but ſignifie our Approbation of their juſt 
and ſeaſonable Teflimony againſt them. 


In 


In the next place, it (.4 to us, That Yohn Cleavelend 
and Ebenezer Cleaveland, Students of this College, had im- 
bibe d and practiced ſundry of thoſe Principles and Errors, 
by their withdrawing from the publick Worſhip of God 
in the Congregation in Canterbury and attending upon the 
Meeting of thoſe Paines, and by juftifying theſe Errors | 
betore us. Particularly, | 


(1) It appears to us that they had imbibed the Third 
Error there mentioned, (viz.) That no other Call & neceſſary | 
to 4 perſon's mndertaking to preach the Goſpel, but bu being 6! 
true Chriſtian and having an inward Motion of the Spirit 3 or 4 
perſwaſion in bis own Mind that it i the Will of God that be | 
ſhould Preach. Tho' they ſometimes added this Proviſo, | 
That ſuch perſons bad a ſafficient Ability to preach or teach to | 
Edification : And they particularly juftified the preaching 
of the Paines ; And Jobs Cleaveland ſaid, that Solomon Paine 
could preach better than he could, if he ſhonld ſtudy 
Divinity this Seven Years 
(2) That they had imbibed the Fifth Error there 
mentioned, (viz ) That at ſuch Meetings of Lay-preaching 
«nd Exhborting , they have more of the Preſence of God than un- 
der the preſent Miniſtry : And that the extraordinary Influences 
of the Spirit accompanied the preaching of theſe Paines ; aud 
ſaid, that thereby they were filled with ſuch a ſtrong and 
lively Impreſſion of divine Things, as made them com: 
home Singing along the Streets, by 

(3) They aſſerted, That every true Chriſtian was as much 
United to God as Chriſt w; and brought thoſe words of 
Chrift to prove it, That they al may be one, even & we art 
one, Joh 17. 21, &. But they being Examined about Mr. 
Paine's denying the Doctrine of the Trinity, ſaid, They 
did not know; or had not beard that he did deny it. 


a vTa&<4 i t®f - 


We being apprehenſive of the fatal Tendency of theſe 
and ſuch like Errors, which the ſaid Cleaveland had im- 
bibed, and were likely more and more to imbibe, it they 
were permitted to attend upon the preaching of the 

Paines; 
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Paines ; and the danger that they might Ir ſect and Cor: 
rupt the College (which weuld be very deſtructive to Re- 


ligien) after diſcourſing with them ſeveral Times, pro- 


ceeded to give the following Judgment; 


Tale. College, November 19th, 1744. 
Preſem, The Redoꝛ and Tutozs. 


1 IJ PON Information that John Cleaveland and Rbenczer 
= © Cleaveland, Members of this College, withdrew fem 
= the publick Worſhip of God in the Meeting-kouſe in Canter buy, 


carried on by My, Cogiwell, a Licenſed and Atrroved Candi- 
date for the Miniſtry, preaching there at the defire of the fo ſt 
Pariſh or Secisty in Canterbury, with the ſpecial dirt ion of the + 
Aſſeciation of the County of Wind ham; and that they the ſaid 

Cleavelands, with ſundry others belonging to Canterbury ard 
Plainfi eld, did go to & attend upon a private ſeparate Mectirg 
in 4 private Houſe, for divine Worſhip, carried on princigally by 
ene Solomon Paine, 4 Lay-Exhorter, on ſeveral Sabbaths in 


September or October laſk, 


The ſaid Cleavelands being ſeveral times ſent for, Ae 
knowleged the FaQs, as above related, and Juftified whzt- 


they had done, and gave in, the Reaſons given in Wri- 


ting by the ſaid Separatiſts for their Separation,aforefaid ; 
the moſt material of which are theſe, Y:z. That the fiift 
Society in Canterbury keep up only the Form of Gedlineſs 
and deny the Life, Power and Spirituality of it, and bad 
given Mr. Cegſwell a Call in order for Settlement, wh m- 
they the ſaid Separatiſts had declared to be deflitute of 


| thoſe eſſential Qualifications that cught to be in 2 Mini- 


fler of Jeſus Chriſt; and therefore cannot join with the- 
Society in their Choice, but lock upon it to be tbeir in- 
diſpenfible Duty to Chooſe ene after God's own heart, 
one that will be able to comfort the weunded with the 
ſame comfort wherewith he bimſelf is ccmforted of Gcd, 
and not a blind Guide; for then the Blird will lead tl e- 
Blind into the ditch of Ged's eternal Wrath. Ard mary 
of the ſaid Society ſpek evil of thoſe-thinge, which _ 
£28: * 


1 ) 
the ſaid: Separatifls receive and hold to be the Effect of 
the Holy Ghoſt: Whereupon they look upon it a loud | 
Call to them to come out from among them, &c. And do 
appoint the Houſe of Samuel Wadſworth to be a place to 
Meet in by themſelves to ſerve the Lord in ſpirit and in 
Truth. 
And the ſaid Cleavelands ſay, That this being the Acteof 5 
the major part of the Members in full Communion within 
the ſaid Society, is a ſufficient Warrant for them to jon 
with them. 5 

They alſo ſay, That the ſaid Solomon pain has fafficiens 
Knowlege and Ability to Ixpound the Scripture and to 
Preach the Goſpel, and therefore has a right to do it. 
And therefore they ſay, That in withdrawing from, the 
publick Worthip and attending upon the Preaching of the 


laid Solomon Paine, they have not ated contrary to ang} 
divine or humane Law, 


4 


Whereupon it is Conſidered by the Beco and Tiitods; 


C17] That we depending in this watter uren ide 

unaniĩmous Judgment of the Aſſociation in the County 
of Mindham) do Judge that the ſaid Mr. Cæſwell is, ſuffi. 

ciently Qualified to be a Preacher of . the Goſpel ; and 

therefore that the Reflections caſt. vppn Wh as geſt 
are groundleſs. 

[2] That if there were any Reaſons why. the Haid Se 
ratifts ſhould not chooſe to receiye Mr. C og ſwell as t 
Minifter ; or if it ſhould be doubtſul 5 — it is —— 
venient that Mr, Cogſwell ſhould be Ordained where, ſo 
great a Number are againſt, him, (which things Pr 0 
belong to the hearing and judgment of a;Gouncil 
we can't ſee that this could be any Joftification of thei 
letting up a Separation in the mean time. 

£3] That neicher the major part of the F in 
fal) Communion, nor any other perſons in any Pariſh 0 
Society, have any right or warrant, to appoint any Houle 
or Place for Worſhip on the Sabbath, diftin& and ſeparpge 
Tom and in oppoicing to the Meeting-houſe the rute 
; ace 
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F . 1 1 5 7 
©! Wlice _—_— by the General Aſſembly and the Pariſh ; 
ut on the contrary, all ſuch Places & ſeparate Meetings 
„re prohibited by the ancient Laws of this Government. 


[C4] The principal Reaſons aſſigned for this Separation 
Wnanifeftly import that ſpirit of uncharitable Cenſuring 
hend raſh Judging of mens Hearts and ſpiritual State, 
Ahich has of late ſo much prevailed in the Country, and 
"Which is plainly prohibited in the Word of God. 


| [5] There's ſcarce any thing more fully and ftrialy 
.-- {-njoin'd in the Goſpel than Charity, Peace and Unity 
wong Chriftians ; and ſcarce any thing more plainly and 
Frequently forbidden than Diviſions, Schiſms and Separa- 
1 tions ; And therefore nothing can juftifie a Diviſion or 

Separation, but only ſome plain and expreſs Direction in 
the Word of God; which muft be underftood ag a particu- 
lar Exception from the general Rule, And it appears to 
3 9 hk is no Direction or Warrant in the Word of 
God to ſet up a Separation upon the Reaſons there 
aligned. · On | | 

| [£6] That if it could be ſuppoſed that they had a 
d. Warrant to Separate from the Meeting-houſe, Preacher 
and Congregatſon where they belong'd; and attend upon 
ſome lawful Miniſter in another Place; yet this could not 
juſtiſte them in attending upon the Miniftry or Preaching 
"Mot a Lay-Exhorter, who has no Right, Licenſe or Autho- 
rity to Preach;; and eſpecially of one who is a common 
promoter of Separations and Diflurber of the Chriftian 
Peace, not only in Canterbury, but alſo in Windbam, Mans 
field and other places. e 


[7] That this practice of ſetting up 'Lay-Exhorters 
(-which has of late prevailed in the Country) is without 
any Scripture Warrant, and is Subverſive of the ſtanding 
Order of a Learned Goſpel Miniftry, and naturally tends 
to introduce ſpiritu:1 ride, Enthuſiaſm and all manner of 
Diſorders into the Cri Church, 


Wherevpon 


(8) 
Wherevpon it is Conſidered and Adjudged by the Re&y 


and Tutors, That the ſaid obs and Ebenezer Clean clans © 
in Withdrawing and Separating from the publick Wor a 
ſhipof God, and Attending upon the.Preachirg of a Lay. p 


Exborter, as aforeſaid, have ated cor.trary to the Rules off P 
the Goſpel, the Laws of this Colony and of the College 
and that the ſaid Cleavelands ſhall! be pubiickl'y Adma: 
niſhed for their Faults, aforeſaid : And if they ſhall cop: 
tinue to Jufiifie themſelves and refuſe to make. an Ac 
knowlegement they ſhall be Expelled. - © 
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About a Week after this Fobn Cleaniland gave in 
Paper, wherein he ſays, 1 did not know that it wan. 
Tranſyr'fſon, either of the Law's of God cr of this Colony, or 
tis Celeg/, for me, as Member of and in Covenant" with © i 
particular Church, as 3s generally owned to be a'Chinch of Fiſh 


Cbriſt. to meet tegetker with the major part of ſoid Cl urch, 
Social Mer ſtip, and tberiſere Big and Intreat that my lon 
Tance may be ſuffertd to & poligiæe ſor me in that ritt. 


> 8 
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pon which it was Conſidered i + © | 


% exon fin i way} e ene £13088 
Fi, That we have no Evidence, and never ſo much! 
heard, that that Ccmpany of men who Separated frem ib 
Congregation at Canterbury and Met at the Houſe of 86 
muel Wadſwarth,, mere owned to be a Church of Chrift 
by any Churches or Minifters ( unleſs by|Mr.:Croſowel 
but haie always been Informed that they have been looked 
vpon by the Miniſters and Churches in the County e 
Wwndb: m, as a con pany of perſons Diſorderly, Separated 
ſrom their own Corgregation, by the Influence of tht 
Pa ines, upon the Principles mentioned in their Letter afore- 
ſaid; and that they were not the major part of the propei 
ancient Church in Canterbury 4 Tho we underſtand the 
Circumſtance is diſputed. V 


| Secondly, 


\ BY j 
 Secendly, The Plea, that the perſons who met at the Houſe 
of Samuel Wadſworth, were the major park of the Church, 

appears to be a meer pretence, and not the true and real 
principle of the ConduQ-. of thoſe perſons : For theſe 
Paiues have made and preach'd at Separations in Windbam, 
Man:field, and many other places; and we have been ſince 
informed, That the ſaid, Cleavelayd wet with, the..Separa- 
tions at New- Haven and Milford, in which places there.was 
no pretence that the Separatifis-were the major part of the 
Church. So that it is very plain they acted upon the 
other principles before mentioned, which juſliſie the de pa- 


% ration of a,Minar part | 38 much as a Major. 
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. Thirdly, He bid no colour to plead Ignorance ; for he 
had often heard the Rector declare in the College- Ha), 
T bat theſe Separat ions and Lay - Ex bor ters, were contrary to the 
© MY Werd of God, ( iho perhaps be might not believe it. ) And 
the Book of the Laws and Cuſloms of the College had ſome 
time before been read in the Collge: Hal; in which among 


other things there was 4his Clauſe, That no Student ſhal 


attend upon any Religious Meetings, but ſuch as are appointed er 
phy by publick Authority, or by the Rector. The Laws of 
the Government which he had broke, were alſo read to 
him. And here we #bink it proper to take Notice of 
one very falſe Repreſentation in tbe Memorial; it is ſaid, 
That they Infor med the Retter, & c, that they were entirely Ig- 
norant what tht Laws of the College were ; Jer that they never 
bad opportunity to ſee them, & c. and begg d to ſee them, but were 
denied. We have no remembrance, and do not believe, 
that they begg'd to ſee the Laws of the College, and know 
that they never were refuſed or denied : For we wel) re- 
member that we had the Laws by us, and read that F'ta- 
graph which they bad tranfgreſſed ; and if we did not read 
it in their hear ing, it ws becarſe they did net dente it, 
and we fuppoſed that they could net de ignorant of it; 282 
leaſt that the ſaid John could not be iguc rent, who had 
been at College Three Years: *Ald fe me ol the Scho- 


* 


lars had Tranſciibed the Laws, © 
2 — — nmyti, 


— elbe CON Were 
ML yet uf if Hl bans of L Ac and Conyidtion, hy 
erfiſted in Jaſtify ät he had done, and would 
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